8" Sunday of Ordinary Time
March 2, 2025

"SDAY

Wednesday, March 5t
4:00 pm Service @ St. Isaac Jogues
5:30 pm Mass @ Blessed Sacrament

Prayer for Ash Wednesday
Spirit of the Living God,
You have breathed life into me today, from ashes
and dust. You invite me to live, walk, and love in
your will. Draw me closer to you today, this Lent,
and always. Amen. ©LPi

Weekend Bl. Sac. | St. Isaac

Feb. 239 | $1,397 $1,564

3 Weeks of Winter

v "’j

When School is delayed
or cancelled, or a Weather Advisory,

weekday morning Mass, the Rosary & Holy
Hour are also CANCELLED!

St. Isaac Joques

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call Kathy
DeBartolo at 518-494-7873

3/1 Sr. Francesca Husselbeck Req. Ann Levin

3/2 All Souls Req. Friends of Suffering Souls

3/8 Tony Chabarek Req. Regina Chabarek

3/9 Lydia Lynch Req. Diana & Joseph Lauricella
No Daily Mass this Wednesday.

Blessed Sacrament

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call Rita
Whitney at 518-338-6858.

3/2 Henry Faller Req. Dawn Faller

3/2 Charles Hensler Req. Pat Hensler

3/2 William Schwerman Req. Deborah Sands

3/9 Michael Valenty Req. Anne Marie & Ray Bell
3/9 Jasper Zarcone’s Req. Kathy Zarcone

3/9 Joe Funaro Req. Dawn Faller

Prayer Intentions: call Pat Nugent 518-668-2765
Rosary Tuesday’s at 9:30 am.

Daily Mass: Thursday, March 6 at 9:30 am
followed by Adoration.

Qutreach Ministries

Food Pantries: There is a bin at the entrance of the
churches. The need at the pantries has grown
exponentially this year. Please consider giving
weekly to those in need.  This will be brought to
the North Country Ministry. They are especially
looking for items that have pull tabs (no can opener
to use), shelf stable food, also, personal hygiene
products, cleaning products & kid-friendly foods.

Lenten Evening of Song & Retreat with Dan
Schutte: March 28" & 295h.

Composer Dan Schutte, whose music includes
“Here I am, Lord’ along with more than 150 other
hymns, will lead a two-hour Lenten evening of song
on March 28 beginning at 7 pm at Christ the King
Church, 20 Sumter Ave., Albany. Hosted by the
Ignatian VVolunteer Corps Albany. Mr. Schutte will
also lead a Lenten retreat from 9:30 am-12:30 pm
on March 29" at Christ the King. Admission is $15
for each day or $25 admission for both days. Ticket
and sponsorship information can be found at
www.ivcusa.org/Schutte. For more information
about this event, email AlbanyNY @ivcusa.org.

Deeper Understanding of Scripture

8™ Sunday of Ordinary Time

One of the things that older pastors and younger
priests occasionally quarrel about is the proper balance
between work and prayer. | know one pastor who
complains that his younger associate ignores the people
and the parish because he wants to spend more time in
prayer. And the young priest complains that the pastor
gives him too much work to do and no time to pray. The
Lord’s words this Sunday speak into this tension with an
image that can help us find a proper balance between life
and prayer.

Jesus says, “For every tree is known by its
fruit. For people do not pick figs from thorn bushes,
nor do they gather grapes from brambles” (Luke
6:44). When we are deeply rooted and cultivating our
relationship with Jesus, we are going to bear the fruit of
that love in our lives. No fruit, no good prayer. How do
we know that we are praying well? We are experiencing
concrete fruits of love for others in our lives.

Someone who prays well will, sooner or later,
burst forth the “figs” and “grapes” of acts of love. But
without concrete commitment to deeds of selfless
service to others, our prayer time is as useless as thorn
bushes and brambles. Let’s recommit ourselves to be
men and women of prayer and service. And hopefully
the pastors will help their associates to pray and serve
fruitfully...with minimal quarreling. Father John Muir

VITA - Volunteer Income

Tax Assistance (Free Tax

Return Preparation for
Qualifying Taxpayers) will be at St. Cecilia’s every
Friday and Saturday in February and March, also
selected Tuesday’s. This is free tax assistance for
families and individuals whose household income is
$67,000 or less per year. Call 1-800-211-5128 to
schedule an appointment.

Ash Wednesday Services & Mass Times
Around the Area

St. Cecilia’s, Warrensburg
9 am & 5 pm Service & Ashes
Sacred Heart, Lake George
8:30 am & 12 pm Mass & Ashes
Our Lady of Annunciation, Queensbury
7:30 am & 3 pm Service & Ashes

Next Sunday, March 9t
. Don’t forget to
SAVINGS (o set your clocks ahead!

a TIME! l

Ash Wednesday

Good stewards realize they really don't
own anything. It all belongs to God. It is not so
much that God owns them, but they are not ours
because we are called to offer them to him.

The reality is that you and | were born
naked and with nothing. We will die naked and
with nothing. If we really could possess something
material, there would be a way to take it with us.
But alas, it all slips through our grasp and passes
away. And even though all of us came from dust
and to dust we will return; through Jesus Christ we
will live forever in a perfect state. The only thing
we can take with us is our hearts and whether or
not we loved.

HUMOR
Coming or Going?

On the way home from the Ash
Wednesday service, a young boy asked his
mother, “Is it true that we are made of dust?”

“Yes, darling.”

“And do we go back to dust again when we die?”

“Yes, dear.”

“Wow!” said the boy. “When I said my prayers
last night and looked under the bed, | found
someone who is either coming or going!”

Why do we get ashes on our forcheads?

In the Old Testament, receiving ashes on the
head was a reminder and a sign of humility and
mortality as well as sorrow and repentance for
sin and was a practice of the church.

The blessed ashes are from the burnt palms of
the previous Passion Sunday. In some places the
ashes are put on the forehead in the sign of the
cross as a reminder of the anointing with oil in
Baptism. In other places, ashes are scattered on
the top of the head.

As they are placed on our foreheads, we are
told, “Remember man that you are dust and unto
dust you shall return,” to remind us that our time
on earth will pass away but our life in Heave will
last forever. Or we are told, “Turn away from sin
and be faithful to the Gospel.”


http://www.ivcusa.org/Schutte
mailto:AlbanyNY@ivcusa.org

